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Abstract

The Characteristics of Tasan Jeong Yak-yong’s Running
and Cursive Script Calligraphy through the Case of Ha Pi
Cheop (1)

— Focusing on the Comparison with Mi Fu’s Shu Su Tie (%))

Yoon Sung-hun

reseacher, Institute for the Translation of Korean Classics

The literati of the Joseon Dynasty, who regarded Neo-Confucianism
as the basis of their scholarship, hardly recognized the artistic value
of calligraphy. Tasan(%t111) Jeong Yak-yong( T #¥#)’s academic world
showed several innovative aspects that distinguished him from
the existing Neo-Confucian scholars, but he did not show much
interest in calligraphy, and did not show any significant difference
from the traditional Confucian position. Therefore, despite the
excellence of his calligraphy, there are difficulties in clarifying the
aesthetic qualities of his calligraphy. This paper attempted to clarify
the aesthetic qualities of his representative work, Ha Pi Cheop(#
i), while fully recognizing these difficulties. In Jeong Yak-yong's
complete works, a.k.a. Yeoyudang Jeonseo(Hifiiii4=%), there are a few
mentions of calligraphy. Through the analysis of the articles related
to calligraphy in Yeoyudang Jeonseo, it was confirmed that Tasan had

a positive attitude toward the calligraphic style of Mi Fu(*k7f7), which
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was popular in the late Joseon period. In the actual analysis of Ha Pi
Cheop’s running and cursive script(175:&), he clarified its aesthetic
qualities by contrasting it with one of Mi Fu’s representative works,
Shu Su Tie(%j#M%). Through this, it was shown that Ha Pi Cheop’s
running and cursive script calligraphy showed a similar appearance
to the realization of the values of naturalness and transcendence
that Mi Fu’s Shu Su Tie calligraphy had achieved, while creating his
own aesthetic sense through his own variation and form creation.
Ha Pi Cheop’s running and cursive script successfully achieved a
contrasting manifestation of naturalness and conscious figuration in
its structure(##§), posture(#5%4), and stroke(%:). The calligraphy
of Joseon’s literati was difficult to clarify its aesthetic qualities due
to their cautious attitude toward calligraphy based on Confucian
restraint, and Tasan Jeong Yak-yong was no exception. This paper
analyzed various formal characteristics shown in Ha Pi Cheop,
a representative calligraphic work left by Tasan Jeong Yak-yong,
who was a capable calligrapher, and clarified its aesthetic qualities.
Through this, it tried to present one possibility for the establishment

of Tasan Jeong Yak-yong and Joseon literati calligraphy aesthetics.
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